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son was quite in the right in holding that, though the
writings

of Shakspeare exhibit "much knowledge, it is often such Jcnowl

edge as books did not supply." He might have added further,

that the knowledge they display, which books did supply, is of

a kind which might be all found in English books at the time,

-fully one-half of it, indeed, in the romances of the period.

Every great writer, in the department in which he achieves

his greatness, whether he be a leaned Milton or an unlearned

Burns, is self-taught. 'One stately vessel may require much

tugging ere she gets fairly off the beach, whereas another may

float off, unassisted, on the top of the flowing tide; but when

once fairly prosecuting their voyage in the open sea, both must

alike depend on the spread sail and the guiding rudder, on the

winds of heaven and the currents of the deep.

On the opposite side of the lane, directly fronting the chapel,

and forming the angle where lane and street unite, there is a

plain garden-wall, and an equally plain dwelling-house; and

these indicate the site of Shakspeare.'s domicile, -the aristo

cratic mansion, -one of the "greatest," it is said, in Stratford,

- which the vagrant lad, who had fled the country in disgrace,

returned to purchase for himself, when still a young man,

no longer a vagrant, however, and "well to do in the world."

The poet's vildncsses could not have lain deep in his nature,

or he would scarce have been a wealthy citizen of Stratford in

his thirty-third year. His gardens extended to the river side,

-a distance of some two or three hundred yards; and doubt

less the greater part of some of his later dramas must have been

written amid their close green alleys and straight-lined walks,

- for they are said to have been quaint, rich, and formal, in

accordance with the taste of the period; and so comfortable a

mansion was the domicile that, in 1643, Queen Henrietta, when

at Stratford with the royalist army, made it her place of resi-
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