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feet of her father. There is a passage in the poet's will, too,

written about a month ere his death, which may he, it is true,

a piece of mere form, but which may possibly be something

better. "1 commend my soul into the hands of God my Crea

tor, hoping, and assuredly believing, through the only merits

of Jesus Christ, my Saviour, to be made partaker of life ever

lasting." It is, besides, at least something, that this play

writer and play-actor, with wit at will, and. a shrewd apprecia

tion of the likes and dislikes of the courts and. monarchs he

had to please, drew for their amusement no Mause Headriggs

or Gabriel Kettledrummies. Puritanism could have been no

patronizer of the Globe Theatre. Both Elizabeth and James

hated the principle with a perfect hatred, and strove hard to

trample it out of existence; and such a laugh at its expense as

a Shalcspeare could have raised would have been doubtless a

high luxury; nay, Puritanism itself was somewhat sharp and.

provoking in those days, and just a little coarse in its jokes, as

the Martin Mar-Prelate tracts survive to testify; but the dram

atist, who grew wealthy under the favor of Puritan-detesting

monarchs was, it would seem, not the man to make reprisals.

There are scenes in his earlier dramas, from which, as eternity

neared upon his view, he could have derived little satisfaction;

but there is no "Old Mortality" among them. Had the poor

player some sense of what his beloved daughter seems to have

clearly discovered, -the true,, Hero Worship"? In his broad.

survey of nature and. of man, did he mark one solitary charac

ter standing erect amid the moral waste of creation, untouched.

by taint of evil or of weakness, -a character infinitely too

high for even his vast genius to conceive, or his profound. com

prehension to fathom? Did he draw near to inquire, and to

wonder, and. then fall down humbly to adore?

I took the evening coach for Warwick, on my way to Olney,
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