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and passed through the town for the milway station, a few
minutes before sunset. It was a delightful evening, and the
venerable castle and ancient town, with their surrounding
woods and quiet river, formed in the red light a gorgeous
picture. I could fain have waited for a day to explore Guy’s
Cliff, famous of old for its caves and its hermits, and to go
over the ancient castle of king-making Warwick, — at once the
most extensive and best preserved monument in the kingdom
of the bygone feudal grandeur. The geology of the locality,
too, is of considerable interest. IFrom Stratford to the westemn
suburbs of Warwick, the substratum of the landscape is com-
posed, as every fallow-field which we pass certifies, in its flush
of chocolate red, of the saliferous marls. Just, however, where
the town borders on the country, the lower pavement of sand-
stone, on which the marls rest, comes to the surface, and
stretches away northward in a long promontory, along which
we find cliffs and quarries, and altogether bolder features than
the denuding agents could have sculptured out of the incohe-
rent marls. Guy’s Cliff, and the cliff on which Warwick Castle
stands, are both composed of this sandstone. It is richer, too,
in remains of vertebrate animals, than the Upper New Red
anywhere else in England. It has its bone bed, containing,
though in a sorely mutilated state, the remains of fish, chiefly
teeth, and the remains of the teeth and vertebre of saurians.
The saurian of Guy’s Cliff, with the exception of the saurian
of the Dolomitic Conglomerate, near Bristol, is the oldest
British reptile known to geologists. Time pressed, however;
and leaving behind me the antiquities of Warwick, geologic
and feudal, I took my seat in the railway train for the station
nearest Olney,— that of Wolverton. And the night fell ere
we had gone over half the way.

I had now had some little experience of railway travelling
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