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Rut at least one interesting feature had remained unchanged.
There is a small port-hole in the plaster, framed by a narrow
facing of board; and through this port-hole, cut in the parti-
tion for the express purpose, Cowper’s hares used to come leap-
ing out to their evening gambols on the carpet. I found the
garden, like the house, much changed. It had been broken up
into two separate properties; and the proprietors having run a
wall through the middle of it, one must now seek the pippin-
tree which the poet planted in one little detached bit of gar-
den, and the lath-and-plaster summer-house, which, when the
weather was fine, used to form his writing-room in another.
The Ribston pippin looks an older-like tree, and has more
lichen about it, though far from tall for its age, than might be
expected of a tree of Cowper’s planting; but it is now seventy-
nine years since the poet came to Olney, and in less than
seventy-nine years young fruit-trees become old ones. The lit-
tle summer-house, maugre the fragility of its materials, is in a
wonderfully good state of keeping : the old lath still retains the
old lime; and all the square inches and finger-breadths of the
plaster, inside and out, we find as thickly covered with names
as the space in our ancient Scotch copies of the ¢« Solemn
League and Covenant.” Cowper would have marvelled to
have seen his little summer-house,— for little it is, — scarce
larger than a four-posted bedstead,— written, like the roll
described in sacred vision, ¢ within and without.” It has still
around it, in its green old age, as when it was younger and less
visited, a great profusion of flowering shrubs and hollyhocks;
we see from its window the back of honest John Newton’s
house, much enveloped in wood, with the spire of the church
rising over; and on either side there are luxuriant orchards, in
which the stiffer forms of the fruit-trees are relieved by lines
of graceful poplars. Some of the names on the plaster are not
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