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borhood, whatever use might be made of it. I inquired

whether he had ever heard of one Moses Brown, who had been

curate in Olney exactly a hundred years before,- a good man,

a poet, and a friend of James Hervey, and whose poems,

descriptive and devotional, though not equal by a great deal to

those of Con-per, had passed through several editions in their

day. Mr. Hales had barely heard that such a man there had

been, and had some recollection of an aged woman, one of his

daughters. I parted from the old frank yeoman, glad I should

have seen so fine a specimen of a class fast hastening to extinc

tion. The reader will remember that Gulliver, in the island

of the sorcerers, when the illustrious dead were called up to

hold converse with him, had the curiosity to summon, among

the rest, a few English yeomen of the old stamp,
- "once so

famous," says the satirist, "for the simplicity of their manners,

diet, and dress, - for justice in their dealings, -for their true

spirit of liberty and love of their country." And I deemed

myself somewhat in luck in having found a representative of

the class still in the land of the living, considerably more than

a century after Swift had deemed it necessary to study his

specimens among the dead.

After exhausting the more interesting walks of the place, I

quitted Olney next morning for the railway, by an omnibus

that plies daily between Bedford and Wolverton. There were

two gentlemen in the vehicle. The one dressed very neatly

in black, with a white neck-cloth and somewhat prim-looking

beaver hat, I at once set down as a Dissenting minister; the

other, of a rather more secular cast, but of staid and sober

aspect, might, I inferred, be one of his deacons or elders.

They were engaged, as I entered, in discussing some theologi

cal question, which they dropped, however, as we drove on

through the street, and evinced a curiosity to know where
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