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tinguishes, over all the other troops of Europe, the British

soldier. But the "science of defence" can have in itself no

tendency either to strengthen native courage, or to supply the

want of it. It must take its place rather among those artificial

means of inspiring confidence, that, like the bladders of the

swimmer, serve but to induce a state of prostration and. help

lessness when they unexpectedly give way; and can be but an

indifferent preparation for meeting full in front the bayonet

point that breaks in upon its guards, or the whizzing bullet

that heats them down. I have been told. by an aged. relative,

now deceased, who saw much service, that in the first great
naval battle in which he was engaged, and the first great storm

he experienced, there were two men- one in each instance

whose cowardice was palpable and apparent to the whole crew,

and who agreed so far in character, that each was the champion

pugilist and bully of his vessel. The dastard in the engage

ment-that of Camperdown-was detected coiling up his

craven bulk in a place of concealment, out of reach of the

shot: the dastard in the storm was rendered, by the extreme

ness of his terror, unfit for duty. The vessel in which my
relative sailed at the time -the same relative who afterwards

picked up the curious shell amid. the whistling of the bullets

in Egypt-was one of those old-fashioned, iron-fastened ships

of the line that, previous to the breaking out of the first revo

lutionary war, had been lying in dock for years, and that, care

fully kept, so far at least as externals were concerned, looked.

extremely well, when first sent to sea, but proved miserable

weather-boats amid the straining of a gale, when their stiff

rusty bolting began to slacken and work out. The gale, in

this especial instance, proved a very tremendous one; and the

old Magnificent went scudding before it, far into the Northern

Ocean, under bare poles. She began to open in the joints and
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