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to be nurse to the child. It was essential, in the course of
Scripture narrative, that we should be introduced to personages
so famous as Aaron and Miriam, and who were destined to
enact parts so important in the history of the Church ; and so
we Jave been introduced to them. And had it heen as neces-
sary for the pu poses of revelation that reference should have
been made to tne intervening creations in the one case, as to
the intervening births in the other, we would doubtless have
heard of them too. But, as has been already said, it was not
so necessary; it was not necessary at all. The ferns and
lepidodendra of the Coal Measures are as little connected with
the truths which influence our spiritual state, as the vegetable
productions of Mercury or of Pallas; the birds and reptiles of
the Qolite, as the unknown animals that inhabit the plains or
disport in the rivers of Saturn or Uranus. And so revelation
s as silent on the geological phenomena as on the contempo-
rary -creations,—on the periods and order of systems and
formations, as on the relative positions of the earth and sun, or
the places and magnitudes of the planets.

But organic remains may, it is urged, have been created
such ; and the special miracle through which the gourd of
Jonah, though it must have seemed months old, sprung up in a
single night, and the general miracle through which the trees
of Paradise must have appeared, even on the first evening of
their creation, half a century old, have been adduced to show
that the globe, notwithstanding its marks of extreme antiquity,
may have been produced with all these marks stamped upon it,
as if in the mint. ¢ The very day when the ocean dashed its
first waves on the shore,” says Chateaubriand, ¢it bathed, let
us not doubt, rocks already worn by the breakers, and beaches
strewn with the wrecks of shells.” — ¢ For aught that appears
in the bowels of the eaxrth,” said the “ Record” newspaper, some
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