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cave; but how, -asked the criminal, in his singularly ingenious

and eloquent defence, could that skeleton be known to be

Clark's? The cave, he argued, had once been a hermitage;

and in times past hermitages had been places not only of relig

ious retirement, but of burial also. "And it has scarce or ever

been heard of," he continued, "but that every cell now known

contains or contained those relics of humanity,
- some muti

lated, some entire. Give me leave to remind the Court that

here sat solitary sanctity, and here the hermit and the ancho

rite hoped that repose for their bones when dead, they here

enjoyed when living. Every place conceals such remains. In

fields, on hills, on highway sides, on wastes, on commons, lie

frequent and unsuspected bones. But must some of the living
be made answerable for all the bones that earth has concealed

and chance exposed ?" Such were the reasonings, on this

count, of Eugene Aram; and it behooved the jury that sat upon
him in judgment to bestow upon them their careful consider

ation. But how very different might not his line of argument
have been, had the conclusions of the anti-geologist squared
with the principles of human belief! If the fossil exuvi of a

fish, or the fossil skeleton of a reptile, may have never belonged
to either a reptile or a fish, then the skeleton of a man may
have never belonged to a man. No more could be argued,

Aram might have said, from the finding of a human skeleton

in the floor of a cave, than from the finding of a pebble or a

piece of rock in the floor of a cave. So far from being justified

in inferring from it that a murder had been perpetrated, a jury

could not have so much as inferred from it that a human

creature had existed.

Is the anti-geologist, I would fain ask, prepared to give up

the great argument founded on design, as asserted and illus

trated by all the master-minds who have written on the
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