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354 FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF

I confess it grieves me more than if Puseyism were the
offender, to see a paper such as the London “Record,” — the
organ of no inconsiderable section of the Evangelical Episco-

reckoned its ambrosia by generations of flowers. We must believe that
the sheep was not without its young, the fawn without its little ones, —
that the thickets hid nightingales, astonished with their own first musie,
in warming the flecting hopes of their first loves. If the world had not
been at once young and old, the grand, the serious, the moral, would
disappear from nature; for these sentiments belong ecssentially to the
antique. Every scene would have lost its wonders. The ruined rock
could not have hung over the abyss ; the woods, despoiled of every chance
appearance, would not have displayed that touching disorder of trees
bending over their roots, and of trunks leaning over the courses of the
rivers. Inspired thoughts, venerable sounds, magic voices, the sacred
gloom of forests, would vanish with the vaults which served them for
retreats ; and the solitudes of heaven and earth would remain naked and
disenchanted, in losing those columns of oak which unite them. The very
day when the ocean dashed its first waves on the shores, it bathed —let
us not doubt— rocks already worn by the breakers, beaches strewn
with the wrecks of shells, and headlands which sustained against the
assaults of the waters the crumbling shores of earth. Without this inher-
ent old age, there would have been neither pomp nor majesty in the work
of the Eternal ; and, what could not possibly be, nature in its innocence
would have been less beautiful than it is to-day amid its corruption. An
insipid infancy of plants, animals, and elements, would have crowned a
world without poetry. But God was not so tasteless a designer of the
bowers of Eden as infidels pretend. The man king was himself born
thirty years old, in order to accord in his majesty with the ancient grand-
eur of his new kingdom ; and his companion reckoned sixteen springs
which she had not lived, that she might harmonize with flowers, birds,
innocence, love, and all the youthful part of the creation.”’

This is unquestionably fine writing, and it contains a considerable
amount of general truth. But not a particle of the true docs it contain in
connection with the one point which the writer sets himself to establish.
There exists, as has been shown, a reason, palpable in the nature of
things, why creation, in even its earlicst dawn, should not have exhibited
an insipid infuncy of plants and animals ; the animals, otherwise, could
not have survived, and thus the great end of creation would have been
defeated. But though there exists an obvious reason for the creation of
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