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geologic week, within which is comprised the entire scheme of

creation.

The second theological vista into the geologic field opens up

a still more striking prospect. There is a sad oppressiveness

in that sense of human littleness which the great truths of

astronomy have so direct a tendency to inspire. Man feels

himself lost amid the sublime magnitudes of creation,- a mere

atom in the midst of infinity; and trembles lest the scheme of

revelation should be found too large a manifestation of the

Divine care for so tiny an ephemera. Now, I am much mis

taken if the truths of Geology have not a direct tendency to

restore him to his true place. When engaged some time since

in perusing one of the sublimest philosophic poems of modern

times, - the "Astronomical Discourses" of Dr. Chalmers,

there occurred to me a new argument that might be employed

against the infidel objection which the work was expressly

written to remove. The infidel points to the planets; and,

reasoning from an analogy which, on other than geologic data,

the Christian cannot challenge, asks whether it be not more

than probable that each of these is, like our own earth, not only
a scene of creation, but also a home of rational, accountable

creatures. And then follows the objection, as fully stated by

Dr. Chalmers : - " Does not the largeness of that field which

astronomy lays open to the view of modern science throw a

suspicion over the truth of the Gospel history? and how shall

we reconcile the greatness of that wonderful movement which

was made in heaven for the redemption of fallen man, with the

comparative meanness and obscurity of our species? Geology,

when the doctor wrote, was in a state of comparative infancy.

It has since been largely developed, and we have been intro

duced, in consequence, to the knowledge of some five or six

different creations, of which this globe was the successive scene
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