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to a certainty, that human nature, wherever it exists in the
present state of things, ¢ is all one and the same ” also. But
when reasoning analogically regarding either, we can but cal-
culate on generals, not particulars. Man being all over the
world a constructive, house-making animal, and, withal, fond
of ornament, one would be quite safe in arguing analogically,
from an acquaintance with Europe alone, that wherever there
is a civilized nation, architecture must exist as an art. But
analogy is not identity ; and he would be egregiously in error
who would conclude that nations, civilized or semi-civilized,
such as the Chinese, Hindoos, or ancient Mexicans, possess
not only an ornate architecture, but an architecture divided
into two great schools ; and that the one school has its Doric,
Ionic, and Corinthian orders,and the other school its Saxon,
Norman, and Florid styles. In like manner, man’s nature
being everywhere the same, it may be safely inferred that man
will everywhere be an admirer of female beauty. But analogy
is not identity ; and it would be a sad mistake to argue, just
as one chanced to be resident in Africa or England, that man
everywhere admired black skins and flat noses, or a fair com-
plexion and features approximating to the Grecian type. And
instances of a resembling character may be multiplied without
end. Analogy, so sagacious a guide in its own legitimate
field, is utterly blind and senseless in the precincts that lie
beyond it: it is nicely correct in its generals, — perversely erro-
neous in its particulars; and no sooner does it quit its proper
province, the general, for the particular, than there start up
around it a multitude of solid objections, sternly to challenge
it as a trespasser on grounds not its own. How infer, we may
well ask the infidel, —admitting, for the argument’s sake, that
all the planets come under the law of geologic revolution, —
how infer that they have all, or any of them save our own
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