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earth, arrived at the stage of stability and ripeness essential to
a fully-developed creation, with a reasoning creature as its
master-existence ? Look at the immense mass of Jupiter, and
at that mysterious mantle of cloud, barred and streaked in the
direction of his Zrade winds, that forever conceals his face.
May not that dense robe of cloud be. the ever-ascending steam
of a globe that, in consequence of its vast bulk, has not suffi-
ciently cooled down to be a scene of life at all? Even the
analogue of our Silurian creation may not yet have begun in
Jupiter. Look, again, at Mercury, where it bathes in a flood
of light, — enveloped within the sun’s halo, like some forlorn
smelter sweltering beside his furnace-mouth. A similar state
of things may obtain on the surface of that planet, from a
different, though not less adequate cause. But it is unneces-
sary to deal further with an analogy so palpably overstrained,
and whose aggressive place and position in a province not its
own so many unanswerable objections start up to elucidate
and fix,

The subject, however, is one which it would be difficult to
exhaust. The Christian has nothing to fear, the infidel noth-
ing to hope, from the great truths of geology. It is assuredly
not through any enlargement of man’s little apprehension of
the Infinite and the Eternal that' man’s faith in the scheme of
salvation by a Redeemer need be shaken. We are incalcula-
bly more in danger from one unsubdued passion of our lower
nature, even the weakest and the least, than from all that the
astronomer has yet discovered in the depths of heaven, or the
geologist in the bowels of the earth. If one’s heart be right, it
is surely a good, not an evil, that one’s view should he ex-
panded ; and geology is simply an expansion of view in the
direction of the eternity that hath gone by.

It is not less, but more sublime, to take one’s stand on the
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