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examination, as bearing on the question of development purely
through the force of circumstances, that all the very great men
of England — all its first-class men — belong to ages during
which the grinding persecutions of the Stuarts repressed Scot-
tish energy, and crushed the opening mind of the country;
and that no sooner was the weight removed, like a pavement-
slab from over a flower-bed, than straightway Scottish intellect
sprung up, and attained to the utmost height to which English
intellect was rising at the time. The English philosophers
and literati of the eighteenth century were of a greatly lower
stature than the Miltons and Shakspeares, Bacons and New-
tons, of the two previous centuries: they were second-class
men, — the tallest, however, of their age anywhere; and
among these the men of Scotland take no subordinate place.
Though absent from the competition in the previous century,
through the operation of causes palpable in the history of the
time, we find them quite up to the mark of the age in which
they appear. No English philosopher for the last hundred and
fifty years produced a greater revolution in human affairs than
Adam Smith, or exerted a more powerful influence on opinion
than David Hume, or did more to change the face of the me-
chanical world than James Watt. The ¢ History of England”
produced by a Scotchman is still emphatically tke ¢ English
History ; ” nor, with all its defects, is it likely to be soon super-
seded. Robertson, if inferior in the untaught felicities of nar-
ration to his illustrious countryman, is at least inferior to none
of his English contemporaries. The prose fictions of Smollett
have kept their ground quite as well as those of Fielding, and
better than those of Richardson. Nor does England during
the century exhibit higher manifestations of the poetic spirit
than those exhibited by Thomson and by Burns. To use a
homely but expressive Scoticism, Scotland seems to have lost
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