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has to be maintained, not with enemies that assail from with

out, but with class interests that encroach from within, they

stand by no means so high: they are calculating, cautious,

timid. The man ready in the one sort of quarrel to lay down

his life, is not at all prepared in the other to sacrifice his means

of living. And these striking traits of the national character

are broadly written in the history of the country. In perhaps
no other instance was so poor and so limited a district main

tained intact against such formidable enemies for so many hun

dred years. The story so significantly told by the two Roman

walls is that of all the after history of Scotland, down to the

union of the two crowns. But, on the other hand, Scotland

has produced no true patriots, who were patriots only,
- none,

at least, whose object it was to elevate the mass of the people,
and give to them the standing, in relation to the privileged
classes, which it is their right to occupy. Fletcher of Saltoun,

though, from the Grecian cast of his political notions, an appa
rent exception, was, notwithstanding, but a mere enthusiastic

Scot of the common national type, who, while he would have

made good the claims of his country against the world, would,

as shown by his scheme of domestic slavery, have subjected
one half his countrymen to the unrestrained despotism of the

other half. It was religion alone that strengthened the charac

ter of the Scotch where it most needed strength, and enabled

them to struggle against their native monarchs and the aris

tocracy of the country, backed by all the power of the State, for

more than a hundred years. Save for the influence over them

of the Unseen and the Eternal, the Englishman, in his struggle
with Charles the First, would have found them useless allies,

Leslie would never have crossed the Borders at the head of a

determined army; and the Parliament of England would have

shared, in this century, the fate of the contemporary States-
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