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according to the modern system, or, indeed, any system of hus-
bandry, that all the capital committed to the earth in winter
and spring should be resumed in the following summer and
autumn. A considerable overplus must inevitably remain to
be gathered up in future seasons; and this overplus, in the
case of the tenant-at-will, is virtually converted into a deposit
lodged in the hands of the landlord, to secure the depositor’s
political subserviency and vassalage. Let him but once mani-
fest a will and mind of his own, and vote in accordance
with his convictions, contrary to the will of the landlord, and
straightway the deposit, converted into a penalty, is forfeited
for the offence.

I spent a few fine days in revisiting the Silurian deposits of
Dudley, and in again walking over the grounds of Hagley and
the Leasowes. I visited also the Silurian patch at Walsall,
which, more than one-half surrounded by the New Red Sand-
stone, forms the advanced guard, or picket, of this system in
England towards the east. It presents, however, over the
entire tract of some six or eight square miles which it occu-
ples, a flat, soil-covered surface, on which the geologist may
walle for hours without catching a glimpse of the rock under-
neath ; and it is only from the stone brought to the surface at
sinkings made for lime, and wrought after the manner of coal-
pits, that he arrives at a knowledge of the deposits below. I
picked up beside the mouth of a pit near the town of Walsall
at least two very characteristic fossils of the system,— the
Atrypa Affinis and the Catenipora Escharoides ; and saw that,
notwithstanding the proximity of the Coal Measures, the rock,
though mineralogically identical with the Carboniferous Lime-
stone, cannot be regarded as belonging to that formation, which,
with the Old Red Sandstone, is wholly wanting in the Dudley
coal-field. The coal here rests on the Upper Silurian, just as
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