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nation, speaking the same language, and subject to the same

government; and in this particular the English are the most

remarkable of any people that perhaps ever were in the world.

Nor is this to be ascribed to the mutability arid uncertainty of

their climate, or to any other physical causes, since all these

causes take place in the neighboring country of Scotland,

without having the same effect. Where the government of a

nation is altogether republican, it is apt to beget a peculiar set

of manners. Where it is altogether monarchical, it is more

apt to have the same effect,- the imitation of superiors spread

ing the national manners faster among the people. If the

governing part of a state consists altogether of merchants, as

in Holland, their uniform way of life will fix the character. If

it consists chiefly of nobles and landed gentry, like Germany,
France, and Spain, the same effect follows. The genius of a

particular sect or religion is also apt to mould the manners of a

people. But the English government is a mixture of monarchy,

aristocracy, and democracy. The people in authority are com

posed of gentry and merchants. All sorts of religion are to be

found among them; and the great liberty and
independency

which every man enjoys allows him to display the manners

peculiar to him. Hence the English, of any people in the

universe, have the least of a national character, unless this

very singularity may pass for such." Such is the estimate of

the philosopher; and it seems but natural that, in a country in

which the people are so very various in character, the extreme

diversity of their tastes, feelings, and opinions, should fix them

rather within the sphere of the repulsive than of the attractive

influences.

Certain it is that the multitudinous sources of character in

England do not merge into one great stream: the runnels keep

apart, each pursuing its own separate course; and hence, appar.
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