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ruption, with the Free Church. It hinged entirely, though I

dare say the English editor did not know it, on the one versus

the two attractive points. An Independent chapel had been

erected in the north of Scotland in a Moderate district; and

Evangelism, its one attractive point, had acquired for it a con

gregation. But through that strange revolution in the course

of affairs which terminated in the Disruption, the place got a

church that was at once Evangelistic and Presbyterian; and

the church with the two points of attraction mightily thinned

the congregation of the church that had but one. The deserted

minister naturally enough got angry and unreasonable; and

the Congregationalist editor, through the force of sympathy,

got angry and somewhat unreasonable too. But had the latter

seen the matter as it really stood, he would have kept his tem

per. The cause lay deep in the long-derived, character of the

Scotch; and it was a cause as independent of either Congre

gationalism or the Free Church, as that peculiarity in. the

soil and climate of an African island which makes exactly the

same kind of grapes produce Madeira in its vineyards, that in

the vineyards of Portugal produce Sherry.

After a stay of rather more than two months in England, I

took my passage in one of the Liverpool steamers for Glasgow,

and in somewhat less than twenty-four hours after, was seated

at my own fireside, within half a mile of the ancient Palace

of Holyrood. I had seen. much less of the English and their

country than I had hoped and proposed to see. I had left

the Chalk, the Wealden, and. the London Clay unexplored,

and many an interesting locality associated with the literature of

the country unvisited. But I had had much bad weather,

and much indifferent health; I had, besides, newspaper article

writing to the extent of at least a volume, to engage me in dull

solitary rooms, when the pitiless rain was dropping heavily
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