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DISAPPOINTMENT. 5

of embarking for Algiers and Egypt; but by one o
vicissitudes which sway the aﬁ'air%sytﬁ' this ]ifej,rI roturfjnzgoiﬁ
my brother from the river Amazon and Peru, without having
touched the continent of Africa.

The Swedish frigate which was to convey M. Skiolde-
brand to Algiers, was expected at Marseilles toward the end
of October. M. Bonpland and myself repaired thither with

reat celerity, for during our journey we were tormented
with the fear of being too late, and missing our passage.

M. Skioldebrand was no less impatient than ourselves
to reach his place of destination. Several times a day we
climbed the mountain of Notre Dame de la Garde, which
commands an extensive view of the Mediterranean. Every
sail we descried in the horizon excited in us the most eager
emotion ; but after two months of anxiety and vain expec-
tation, we learned by the public papers, that the Swedish
frigate which was to convey us, had suffered greatly in a
storm on the coast of Portugal, and had been forced to
enter the port of Cadiz, to refit. This news was confirmed
by private letters, assuring us that the Jaramas, which was
the name of the frigate, would not reach Marseilles before
the spring.

‘We felt no inclination to prolong our stay in Provence till
that period. The country, and especially the climate, were
delightful, but the aspect of the sea reminded us of the
failure of our projects. In an excursion we made to Hyeres
and Toulon, we found in the latter port the frigate la Bou-
deuse, which had been commanded by M. de Bougainville, in
his voyage round the world. She was then fitting out for
Corsica. M. de Bougainville had honoured me with parti-
cular kindness during my stay in Paris, when 1 was pre-

| paring to accompany the expedition of captain Baudin. 1

| cannot describe the impression made upon my mind by the

' sight of the vessel which had carried Commerson to the
islands of the South Sea. In some conditions of the mind,

o painful emotion blends itself with all our feelings.

. We still persisted in the intention of visiting the African
coast, and were nearly becoming the victims of our perse-
verance. A small vessel of Ragusa, on the point of setting

'sail for Tunis, was at that time in the port of Marseilles;

‘we thought the opportunity favourable for reaching Egypt and
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