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inches long, and which, requiring a temperature of 2 cen

tesimal degrees, does not flourish eveli in tFi valley of

Caracas. The bananas of 1'efl("rIffe are those named by
the Spanish planters (kiAnturis or Ouineog, arid Dominico..

The Camburi, which suffers least from cold, is cultivated

with success even at Malaga, where the temperature is only
18 degrees; but the fruit we see occasionally at Cadiz comes

from the Canary Islands by vessels which make the passage
in three or four days. In general, the musa, known by

every people under the torrid zone, though hitherto never

found in a wild state, has as great a variety of fruit as our

apple and pear trees. These varieties, which are confounded

by the greater part of botanists, though they require very dif

ferent climates, have become permanent by long cultivation.
We went to herborize in the evening in the direction of

the fort of Passo Alto, along the basaltic rocks that close
the promontory of Naga. We were very little satisfied with
our harvest, for the drought and dust had almost destroyed
vegetation. The Cacalia Kleinia, the Euphorbia canariensis,
and several other succulent plants, which draw their
nourishment from the air rather than the soil on which

they grow, reminded us by their appearance, that this group
of islands belongs to Africa, and even to the most arid part
of that continent.

Though the captain of the Pizarro had orders to stop long
enough at Teneriffe to give us time to scale the summit of
the peak, if the snows did not prevent our ascent, we
received notice, on account of the blockade of the English
ships, not to expect a longer delay than four or five days.
We consequently hastened our departure for the port of
Orotava, which is situated on the western declivity of the
volcano, where we were sure of finding guides. I could
find no one at Santa Cruz who had mounted the peak, and
I was not surprised at this. The most curious objects
become less interesting, in proportion as they are near to
us; and I have known inhabitants of Schaffhausen, in
Switzerland, who had never seen the fail of the Rhine but at
a distance.
On the 20th of June, before sunrise, we began our excur

sion by ascending to the Villa de Laguna, estimated to be
at the elevation of 350 toises above the port of Santa Cruz..
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