http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1852-Humboldt-Travels/README.htm

PINO DEL DORNAJITO. 63

both flowers and fruit. Tts aspect forcibly exemplifies
“that eternal youth of nature,” which is an inexhaustible
source of motion and of life.

The dracena, which is seen only in cultivated spots in the
Canary Islands, at Madeira, and Porto Santo, presents a
curious phenomenon with respect to the migration of plants.
It has never been found in a wild state on the continent of
Africa. - The East Indies is its real country. How has this
tree been transplanted to Teneriffe, where it is by no means
common ?  Does its existence prove, that, at some very dis-
tant period, the Guanches had connexions with other nations
originally from Asia ?*¥

n leaving Orotava, a narrow and stony pathway led us
through a beautiful forest of chesnut trees (el monte de Cas-
taiios), to a site covered with brambles, some species of
laurels, and arborescent heaths. The trunks of the latter grow
to an extraordinary size ; and the flowers with which they
are loaded form an agreeable contrast, during a great part
of the year, to the Hypericum canariense, which is very
abundant at this height. We stopped to take in our pro-
vision of water under a solitary fir-tree. ~This station is
known in the country by the name of Pino del Dornajito.
Its height, according to the barometrical measurement of M.
de Borda, is 522 toises; and it commands a magnificent
prospect of the sea, and the whole of the northern part of
the island. Near Pino del Dornajito, a little on the right
of the pathway, is a copious spring of water, into which we
plunged the thermometer, which fell to 15.4°. At a hundred
toises distance from this spring is another equally limpid. If
we admit that these waters indicate nearly the mean heat
of the place whence they issue, we may fix the absolute eleva-
tion of the station at 520 toises, supposing the mean tempera-

* The form of the dragon-tree is exhibited in several species of the
genus Dracana, at the Cape of Good Hope, in China, and in New Zea-
land. But in New Zealand it is superseded by the form of the yucca;
for the Draceena borealis of Aiton is a Convallaria, of which it has all the
appearance. The astringent juice, known in commerce by the name of
dragon’s blood, is, according to the inquiries we made on the spot, the
produce of several American plants, which do not belong to the same
genus, and of which some are lianas. At Laguna, toothpicks steeped in
the juice of the dragon-tree are made in the nunneries, and are much
extolled as highly useful for keeping the gums in a healthy state.
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