
TIIE CARIB TRIBES. 

The monks, who like to keep themselves isolated, in order 
to withdraw fron1 the eye of the secular power, have been 
hitherto un\villing to settle on the banks of the Orinoco. 
It is, however, by this river only, or by the Cuyuni and the 
Essequibo, that the missions of Cn.rony can export their· 
productions. The latter \Yay has not yet been tried, though 
~everul Christian settlen1ents * are formed on one of the 
principal tributu.ry streams of the Cuyuni, the Rio Jurua.rio. 
This strean1 furnishes, at the period of the great swellings,. 
the ren1arkable phenomenon of a bifurcation. It commu­
rucates by the J uraricuima and the Aurapa '\Vith the Rio: 
Oarony; so that the land comprised bet,veen the Orinoco, 
the sea, the Cuyuni, and the Ca.rony, becon1es a real island., 
Formidable rapids impede the navigation of the Upper­
Cuyuni ; and hence of late ttn atte1npt has been made to 
open .a road to the colony of Essequibo much 1nore to the · 
south-east, in order to fall in with the Cuyuni much below 
the mouth of the Curumu. 

The ·whole of this southern territory is traversed by· 
hordes of independent Caribs ; the feeble remains of that 
warlike people "\V ho were so formidable to the missionaries . 
tilll733 and 1735, at which period the respectable bishop 
Gervais cle Lab rid, t canon of the 1netropolitan chapter of' 
Lyon, Father Lopez, and several other ecclesiastics, perished 
by the hands of the Caribs. These · dangers, too frequent 
fermerly, exist no longer, either in the missions of Carony, 
or in those of the Orinoco ; but the independent Caribs 
~ontinue, on account of their connection \vith the Dutch 
colonists of Essequibo, an object of mistrust and hatred to; 
the government of Guiana. These tribes favour the contra-1 
band trade along the coast, and by the ·channels or .estuaries·. 
that join the Rio Barima to the Rio l\foroca; they carry 
off the cattle belonging to the 111issionaries, and e_xcite th~e , 
Indians recently converted, and .living "·within the sound· 
ef-t he bell,'' to return to the forests. · The .free hordes have 
everywhere a po·werful interest in opp.posing the progress 

* .Guacipati, Tupuquen, Angel de Ia Custodia, and Cura, where the. 
military post of the · frontiers was stationed in 1800, which had been. 
anciently placed at the confluence of the Cuyuni and the Curumu. -

t Consecrated a bishop for the four parts. of the world (obispo para las 
quatro partes del mundo) by pope Benedic~ XIII. . 
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