
200 ABUNDANCE OF TURTL'ES. 

tude of the eastern cape of Oayntan-braclc. TJ~e latitude 
reduced by the reckoning on the rhumbs of w1nd at the 
meridian o"bservation, appeared to me to be 19° 40' 50''. 

As long as we were within sight of the rock of Oay'1nan-
1J1Ywlc sea-turtles of extraordinarv dimensions swam round 
our v~ssel. The abundance of these aniinals led Columbus 
to give the whole group of the Caymans the name of Pefias­
cales de las T01·t1tgas, (rocks of the turtles.) Our sailors 
would have thrown then1selves into the water to catch son1e 
of these animals; but the numerous sharks that acco1npauy 
them, rendered the attempt too perilous. The sharks fixed 
their jaws on great iron hooks which were flung to them ; 
these hooks were very sharp and (for want of anzuelos en­
candenados*) they were tied to cords : the sharks were in this 
manner drawn up half the length of their bodies ; and we 
were surprised to see that those which had their mouths 
wounded and bleeding continued to seize the bait over and 
over again during several hours.t At the sight of these 
voracious fish, the sailors in a Spanish vessel always recollect 
the local fable of the coast of Venezuela, which describes the 
benediction of a bishop as having softened the habits of the 
sharks, 'vhich are everywhere else the dread of mariners. Do 
these wild sharks of the port of La Guayra specifically differ 
from those which are so formidable in the port of the Havan­
n~h? And do the former belong to the group of Emissoles 
w1th small sharp teeth, which Cuvier distinguishes from the 
Melandres, by the na1ne of Musteli? 

The- wind freshened more and more from the south-east 
as we advanced in the direction of Cape N egril and th~ 

* 'Fish-hooks with chains. 
t ".Vidimu~ quoque squales, quotiescunque, hamo icti, dimidia pnrte 

corpons e ~uctlb~s. extrabebantur, cito alvo stercus emit.tere baud absimile 
excrementls camms. Commovebat 1·ntest1'na ( t b•t ) 1 't " 1 u ar 1 ramur su )1 us 
pavor. A though the form and number of teeth change ·tl d 
the te~th appear successiv~ly in t?e shark genus, 1 doubt ::h:t:;:' ~~n 
Antomo Ulloa be correct m statmg that " th 1 k 1 

d th ld ~ e young s 1ar ·s mve two 
an eo ones 1our rows of grinders" The l'k h ' ·1 d . . · se, 1 e many ot er sea-fish 
are eas1 y accustome to hve 1n fresh water or 1• t 1· h 1 b · , 
It · b . d 1 h . ' n wa er s 1g t y nny. 1s o se1ve t 1at s arks (t1burones) abound f 1 t . h L 
M b 1 · h h o a e 1n t e aguna of aracay o, w llt er t ey have been attracted b tl d d b r 
into the water after the frequent battles betwee y thle S ea . ho< Ies . thrown 
the Columbian republicans. u e panls _royahsts and 
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