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Rio de Patias, which receives the Guati!a., tl1e ~uachicon, 
and the Quilquase. The table-land or 1nterined1ary basin 
has great inequalities; it is partly filled by _the Paran1os of 
Pi.tatumba and Paraguay, ~.n~ the separat1on of the two 
chains appeared to n1e indistinct as far as the parallel of 
AlmaO'uer (lat. 1° 5·1'; long. 79° 15'). The general direction 
of th~ Andes, fron1 the extren1ity of the basin of the pro­
vince of Quito to the vicinity of Popayan, changes from 
N. 8° E. to N. 36° E. ; and follo"rs the direction of the coast 
of Esmeralda and Barbacoas. 

On the parallel of Aln1aguer, or rather a little north-east 
of that to,·vn, the geological structure of the ground displays 
very ren1arkable changes. The Cordillera, to which "\Ve have 
o-iven the name of 'eastern,' that of the lake of Sebondoy, 
~idens considerably between Pansitara and Ceja. The knot 
of the Paramo de 'las Papas and of Socoboni gives birth to 
the great rivers of Cauca and Magdalena, and is divided 
into two chains, latitude 2° 5' east and ·west of La Plata, 
Vieja, and Timana. These two chains continue nearly para1lel 
as far as 5° of latitude, and they bound the longitudinal 
valley through which winds the Rio Magdalena. We shall 
give 'the nan1e of the eastern Cordillera of N e\v Grenada to 
that chain ·which stretches towards Santa Fe de Bogota, and 
the Sierra Nevada de lVIerida, east of Magdalena ; the chain 
'vbich lies betw·een the Magdalena and the Cauca, in the 
direction of l\1ariquita, we ·will call the central Cordillera of 
New Grenada; and the chain "\vhich continues the Cordillera 
de la Costa fro1n the basin of Aln1aguer, and separates the 
bed of the Rio Cauca from the platiniferous territory of 
Choco, we will designate the western Cordillera of New 
Grenada. For additional clearness, ·we inay also name the 
ch_ain, that of Suma Paz, after the colossal group of moun­
tains on t!1~ south ofSanta Fe de Bogota, which e1npties the 
waters of ;ts eastern declivity into the Rio l\1eta. 1'he 
second cha1n may bear the name of the chain of Guanacas 
or Quindiu, after the two celebrated passages of the Andes, 
on. the r~ad from Santa Fe de Bogota to Popayan. The 
th1rd chain may be ca1led the chain of Choco or of the 
shore. Some leagues ~outh of Popayan (lat. 2o 21' N.), 
~est of Pa:amo de Pahtara and the volcano of Purace, a 
r1dge of m1ca-slate runs from the knot of the 1nountains of 
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