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ETHICS OF THEOLOGY. is

of scaling the mysterious elevation, to lie baffled
at its foot, or lose itself among the far, the long-
withdrawing recesses of that primeval distance,
which at length merges away into a fathomless
unknown; this is an exercise utterly discomfiting
to the puny faculties of man. We are called on
to stir ourselves up that we may take hold of God,
but the ‘clouds and darkness which are round
about Him” seem to repel the enterprise as hope-
less; and man, as if overborne by a sense of little-
ness, feels as if nothing can be done but to make
prostrate obeisance of all his faculties before Him.

3. Or, if instead of viewing the Deity in rela-
tion to time we view Him in relation to space, we
shall feel the mystery of his being to be alike
impracticable and impervious. But we shall not
again venture on aught so inconceivable, yet the
reality of which so irresistibly obtrudes itself upon
the mind, as immensity without limits; nor shall
we presume one conjecture upon a question which
we have no means of resolving, whether the Uni-
verse have its terminating outskirts; and so, how-
ever stupendous to our eye, shrink by its very
finitude, to an atom, in the midst of that unoccupied
and unpeopled vastness by which it is surrounded.
Let us satisfy ourselves with a humbler flight.
Let us carry the speculation no further than our
senses have carried it. Let us but take account
of the suns and systems which the telescope has
unfolded ; though for aught we know there might,
beyond the furthest range of this instrument, be
myriads of remoter suns and remoter systems.
Let us, however, keep within the cirele of our
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