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ETHICS OF THEOLOGY. 25

or data of the science are ‘ascertained by the evi-
dence of observation; but the mathematics of the
science proceed on an evidence of their own, and
land us in sound and stable mathematical conclu-
sions, whether the data at the outset of the reason-
ing be real or hypothetical. The moral proprieties
founded on equity between man and man would
remain like so many fixtures in ethical science,
though the whole species were swept away, and no
man could be found to exemplify our conclusions.
The mathematical properties founded on an equa-
lity between line and line would in like manner
abide as eternal truths in geometry, although mat-~
ter were swept away from the universe, and there
remained no bodies whose position or whose dis-
tances had to be reasoned on. It has been already
said that we do not need to extend the domain of
observation in order to have a clear and a right
notion of the moral proprieties; and it may now be
said that we do not need to extend the domain of
observation in order to have a clear and a right
notion of the mathematical properties. If straight
lines be drawn between the centres of the earth and
the sun and Jupiter, they would constitute a triangle,
the investigation of whose properties might elicit
much important truth on the relations of these three
bodies. But all that is purely mathematical in the
truth would remain, although it were not exempli-
fied, or although these three bodies had no existence.
Nay, the triangle might serve as the exemplar of an
infinity of triangles, which required only a corre-
sponding infinity of objects, in order that the general
and abstract truth might become the symbol or
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