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in person we never stepped beyond the humble

glen of our nativity, we may have that within the

depository of our thoughts, which guides us to the

certainties that be on the outskirts of creation.

Within the little home of our bosom, there lie such

prrnclples\and powers, as without one mile of loco

motion are of as great avail, as if we could have

traversed the infinities of space with the plumb-line

in our hand, or carried the torch of discovery round

the universe. It does look a marvel and a mystery,

how man is able to climb the steep and lofty ascent

from the terrestrial to the celestial in Natural

Philosophy. But it helps to resolve the mystery,

when we thus advert to the distinction between the

facts or objects of the science, and the mathematics

of the science. It at least tells us what that is,

wherein the transition from the one department to

the other lies; and gives us to understand that,

could we in any way ascertain by observation,

certain of the motions and magnitudes that belong

to the upper regions of astronomy, there is an

instrument within our reach, by which we may

come to the accurate determination of its laws.

18. And as with Natural, so with Moral,

Philosophy. The former hath its objects, whose

properties are found by observation; and these

objects have their mathematical relations, most of

which are found without observation, by an abstract

and solitary exercise of mind on the data which

have been previously ascertained. There is a great

difference between the terrestrial and the celestial

physics, in regard to the way by which we arrive

at the data. On the one field they are near at
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