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56 ON THE BEING OF A GOD.

phenomena of the visible heavens are within the
reach of human observation—yet, if we will not
study them, we may still have a terrestrial geome-
try ; but a celestial we altogether want, nay have
wilfully put away from us. And so also, we may
be capable of certain guesses and discoveries re-
specting God—yet, if we will not prosecute them,
we may still have a terrestrial morals, and yet be
in a state of practical atheism. The face of humai
society may occasionally brighten with the patriot-
ism and the generosity and the honour which reci-
procate from one to another amengst the members
of the human family—and yet all may be immersed
in deepest unconcern about their common Father
who is in heaven—all may be living without God
in the world.

CHAPTER II.

On the Duty wkich is laid upon Men by the Probability or
even the Imagination of a God.

1. We have already seen that even though the
objects of Theology lay under total obscurity, there
might be a distinct and vigorous play of the Ethics
notwithstanding—kept in actual exercise among
those objects which are seen and terrestrial, and in
readiness for eventual exercise on the revelation of
unseen and celestial objects. This, however, does
not accurately represent the real state of nature-—
for in no age or country of the world, we believe,
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