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68 ON THE BEING OF A GOD.

that our minds cannot fully and absolutely acquiesce
in the position that God is not. To be fit subjects
for our present argument, we do not need to have
explored that territory of nature which is within
our reach; and thence gathered, in the traces of a
designer’s hand the positive conclusion that there
1s a God. It is enough if we have not traversed,
throughout all its directions and in all its extent,
the sphere of immensity; and if we have not scaled
the mysterious altitudes of the eternity that is past;
nor, after having there searched for a divinity in
vain, have come at length to the positive and the
peremptory conclusion, that there is not a God.
In a word, it is quite enough that man is barely
a finite creature, who has not yet put forth his
faculties on the question whether God is; neither
has yet so ranged over all space and all time, as
definitely to have ascertained that God is not—but
with whom though in ignorance of all proof, it
still remains a possibility that God may be.
14. Now to this condition there attachesa most
_clear and incumbent morality. It is to go in quest
of that unseen benefactor, who for aught I know,
has ushered me into existence, and spread so glo-
rious a panorama around me. It is to probe the
secret of my being and my birth; and, if possible,
to make discovery whether it was indeed the hand
of a benefactor, that brought me forth from the
chambers of nonentity, and gave me place and
entertainment in that glowing territory, which is
lighted up with the hopes and the happiness ot
living men. It is thus that the very conception ot
a God throws a responsibility after it; and that
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