http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm
74 ON THE BEING OF A GOD.

incurs guilt by resisting. We do not speak of that
Jght which irradiates the termination of the in-
quirer’s path, but of that embryo or rudimental
light which glimmers over the outset of it ; which
serves at least to indicate the commencement of his
way ; and which, for aught he knows, may brighten,
as he advances onwards, to the blaze of a full and
finished revelation. At no point of this progress,
does ¢ the trumpet give an uncertain sound,” ex-
tending, if not to those who stand on the ground of
antitheism, (which we have already pronounced
upon and we trust proved to be madly irrational)
—at least to those who stand on the ground of
atheism, who, though strangers to the conviction,
are certainly not strangers to the conception of a
Deity. It is of the utmost practical importance,
that even these are not beyond the jurisdiction of
an obvious principle ; and that a right obligatory
eall can be addressed to men so far back on the
domain of irreligion and ignorance. It is deeply
interesting to know, by what sort of moral force,
even an atheist ought to be evoked from the fast-
ness which he occupies—what are the notices, by
responding to which, he should come forth with
open eyes and a willing mind to this high investi-
gation; and by resisting which, he will incur a
demerit, whereof a clear moral cognizance might
be taken, and whereon a righteous moral condem-
nation might be passed. The “fishers of men”
should know the uttermost reach of their argument;
and it is well to understand of religion, that, if she
have truth and authority at all, there is a voice
proceeding from her which might be universally
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