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76 ON THE BEING OF A GOD.

longings of a vague and undefined earnestness that
arose to heaven from the solitary wild, might there
be evinced as strong an affinity for God and for
godliness, as in those praises of an enlightened
gratitude that ascend from the temples of Christen-
dom. It is thus that the Searcher of the inner
man will find out data for a reckoning among all the
tribes of this world’s population—and that nowhere
on the face of our globe doth spiritual light glimmer
so feebly as not to supply the materials of a coming
judgment on one and all of the human family.

20. It is thus that even to the most remote and
unlettered tribes, men are everywhere the fit sub-
jects for a judgment-day. Their belief, scanty
though it be, hath a correspondent morality which
they may either observe or be deficient in, and so
be reckoned with accordingly. 'They have few of
the facts in Theology; and these may be seen too
through the hazy medium of a dull and imperfect
evidence, or perhaps have only been shadowed out
to them by the power of imagination. Their
theology may have arisen no higher than to the
passing suggestion of a God—a mere surmise or
rumination about an unseen spirit, who, tending
all their footsteps, was their guardian and their
guide through the dangers of the pathless wilder-
ness, who provides all the sustenance which this
earth can supply, and hath lighted up these heavens
in all their glory. Now in this thought, fugitive
though it be, in these uncertain glimpses whether
of a truth or of a possibility, there is that, to
which the elements of their moral nature might
respond—so that to them, there is not the same
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