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exemption from all responsibility, which will be

granted to the man who is sunk in hopeless idiotism,

or to the infant of a day old. Even with the scanty
materials of a heathen creed, a pure or a perverse

morality might be grounded thereupon-whether,
in those longings of a vague and undefined earnest..

ness that arise from him who feels in his bosom an

affinity for God and godliness; or, in the heedless

ness of him, who, careless of an unknown benefac

tor, would have been alike careless, although He

had stood revealed to his gaze, with as much light
and evidence as is to be had in Christendom.

These differences attest what man is, under the

dark economy of Paganism; and so give token to

what he would be, under the bright economy of a

full and finished revelation. It is thus that the

Searcher of the heart will find out data for a

reckoning, even among the rudest of nature's

children, or among those whose spiritual light

glimmers most feebly-for faint and feeble though
it be, it affords a 'test to the character of him whom

it visits-whether he dismiss its suggestions with

facility from his mind, or is arrested thereby
into a grateful sense of reverence. Even the

simple theology of the desert can supply the materials

of a coming judgment-so that the Discerner of

the inner man, able to tell who it is that morally

acts and morally feels up to the light he has, or up

to the objects that lie within his contemplation, will

be at no loss for a principle, on which He might

clearly and righteously try all the men of all the

generations that be upon the face of the earth.

21. We read in the Epistle to the Romans of a


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm


