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84 ON THE BEING OF A GOD.

discovery, there is room for the exhibition of moral
differences among men—for even then, all the ele-
ments of morality might be at work, and all the
tests of moral propriety might be abundantly veri-
fied; and still more, after that certain likelihoods
had arisen, or some hopeful opening had occurred
for investigating the secret of a God. There is
the utmost moral difference that can be imagined
between the man who would gaze with intense
scrutiny upon these likelihoods, and the man who
either in heedlessness or aversion would turn his
eyes from them; between the man who would
seize upon such an opening and prosecute such an
investigation to the uttermost, and the man who
either retires or shrinks from the opportunity of
a disclosure, that might burden him both with
the sense and with the services of some mighty
obligation.

26. And the same moral force which begins this
inquiry, also continues and sustains it. If there
be power in the very conception of a God to create
and constitute the duty of seeking after Him, this
power grows and gathers with every footstep of
advancement in the high investigation. If the
thought of a merely possible deity have rightfully
awakened a sense of obligation within us to enter-
tain the question; the view of a probable deity
must enhance this feeling, and make the claim upon

our attention still more urgent and imperative than
at the first. [Every new likelihood makes the call

louder, and the challenge more incumbently bind-
ing than before. In proportion to the light we
had attained, would be the criminality of resisting
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