http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm

ON THE BEING OF A GOD. 87

towards God, between this consciousness and the
pain of self-dissatisfaction—between the exposure
of human villany or baseness upon the one hand
and the outeries of public execration on the other.
'The voice of the inward monitor would still be
heard. The voice of society whether in applause
or condemnation would still be heard. Men would
still continue to accuse or else to excuse each other.
The whole system of our jurisprudence might re-
main as at present—and superadded to it, there
would be a court of conscience and a court of public
opinion, by which, even after the world had been
desolated of all sense of God, a natural regimen of
morality might still be upholden.

29. Let a mathematician retain his geometrical
powers and perceptions entire ; and though he
should become an atheist, he will still apprehend a
questipn of equality between one line and another.
And let any one retain his moral powers and per-
ceptions entire; and though he should become an
atheist, he will still apprehend a question of equity
between one man and another. Atheism does not
hinder the resentment which he feels upon a provo-
cation ; neither does it hinder the instinctive sensi-
bility which he feels at the sight of distress; neither
does it hinder the quick and lively approval where-
with be regards an exhibition of virtue ; nor yet the
recoil of his adverse moral judgment with all its emo-
tions of antipathy from some scene of perfidy or of
violence. Though utterly broken loose from heaven,
there would still be the same play of action and re-
action upon earth. Both the obligation of a legal
right, and the approbation of a moral rightness
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