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88 ON THE BEING OF A GOD.

would continue to be felt~—and as in the chamber
of a man’s own heart there would be a remorse
upon the back of iniquity as before, and from the
tribunal of society there would descend upon it a
voice of rebuke as before —the obligations of
morality would still have a meaning; and apart
from the thought of God, there would be a sense
as well as an understanding of moral obligation.
30. With the access which the geometrician has
at present to the orbs and the movements which be
on high—his mathematics do avail him for the com
putations of a sublime astronomy. Let this access
be barred ; and still his mathematics would avail
him as before for all terrestrial positions and dis-
tances. And so with the access which either
peasant or philosopher has to the knowledge of
God, his morals do avail for pointing out the incum-
bent gratitude and the incumbent obedience. Let
this access be somehow intercepted, let the face of
the Divinity be mantled in thickest darkness, inso-
much that the very conception of Him were banished
from our world; and still would there remain a
sublunary morals that would take cognizance of the
sublunary relationships as before. The astronomer
in the one case might sink down into a landed sur-
veyor. The aspiring candidate for heaven, in the
other case, might sink down into a mere citizen of
earth—yet there would be a surviving mathematics
and also a surviving morals. The distinction be-
tween the right and the wrong would no more be
obliterated by such an interception of our view
towards the upper sanctuary, than the distinction
between the east and the west weuld be cancelled
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