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ulterior region, impalpable to the eye of man, be-
cause utterly beyond its reach, have been opened
to his view. It is that boundary where the light
of nature ends and the light of revelation begins,
which marks the separation between the respective
provinces of Moral Philosophy and the Christian
Theology. In demonstrating the credentials of
Scripture we authenticate as it were the informations
of the telescope. In expounding the contents of
Scripture we lay before you the substance of these
informations. We affirm the vast enlargement
which has thence acerued to Theology; from both
the richness and the number of those places in the
science to which man has been thereby introduced,
and that otherwise would have been wholly inaces-
sible. There are men who can glory in the dis-
coveries of modern science, and fcel contemptuously
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Yet so meagre
truly is their academic theism, notwithstanding the
pomp of its demonstrations—that to suppress the
doctrines of the Gospel were to inflict the same
mutilation on the high theme of the celestial ethics,
as astronomy would undergo by suppressing the
informations of the telescope.

37. We should not have expatiated at such
length on this distinction between the Ithics and
the Objects of Theology—had we not felt urged
by the paramount imrportance of a principle which
should be made as plain as may be to every under-
standing. And it is this—that from the very em-
bryo of thought or feeling on the subject of religion,
and in the rudest possible state of humanity, there
is what may be called a moving moral force on the
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