http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm

DR. CLARKE'S A PRIORI ARGUMENT. 109

these modes imply a substantive Being to which
they belong.* —~Now the main stay of the a priori
argument is that Eternity and Immensity are
modes—and as we cannot rid ourselves of the con-
ception of a stable existence in the modes, so
neither therefore can we rid ourselves of the con-
ception of an existent substance to which these
modes belong. We repeat that we have no faith
in the product of such excogitation as this—and
should as little think of building upon it a system
of Theism, as we should of subordinating the
realities of Iistory or Nature to the mere tech-
nology of Schoolmen.

10. However interesting, then, the modesty of
Dr. Reid on the subject of the a priori argument,
yet we cannot but regard the deliverance of the
younger Metaphysician Thomas Brown as greatly
the sounder of the two—although in it, perhaps,
there is a certain air of confident temerity, espe-
cially as he only pronounces on the defects of the
argument without expounding them. And if any
futile or inconclusive argument have been devised
for the support of religion, it is a real service to
discard it from the controversy altogether. It is
detaching an element of weakness from the cause.
A doctrine stands all the more firm when placed
on a compact and homogeneous basis—instead of
resting on a pedestal which like the feet of Nebu-

¢ Sir Isauc Newton seems to have penned the foilowing s:ne
tences of a Scholium Generale under some such conception as
this :—¢¢ Dieus non eternitas et infinitas, sed eternus et infinitus;
non duratis vel spatium, sed durat et adest, et existendo semper
et vbique durationem et spatium, eternitatem et infinitatem
constituit.
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