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136 MR. HUME’S OBJECTION

It is not because of one thing, that nature is con«
stant ; but 1t is because of two things, that nature
is constant and that we have been endowed with
an irresistible faith in that constancy—it is because
of a concurrence in fact between two elements that
might have been separated the one from the other,
it is because of an adaptation between the mental
economy in man and that general economy of
things in the midst of which he is placed, that any
wisdom at all can be reared on the basis of ob-
servation ; or that, on the appearances which are
before our eyes, we can either reason back to those
which have preceded, or forward to those which are
hereafter to ensue from them.

13. Our expectation of the constancy of nature
in all time coming, because of our experience of
that constancy in all past time, is not a deduction.
of reason—but an immediate and resistless prin-
ciple of belief in the human constitution. It is no
more the fruit of an argumentative process than
any sensation or emotion is. That, on the obser-
vation of a certain event in given circumstances,
there should be a confident anticipation of the same
event in the same circumstances—thisis the assumed
principle of many a reasoning ; but it is not reason-
ing which has conducted us thereto. It is an
underived and intuitive belief, and not a belief that
we reach by a succession of steps—and is, as far
as we can discern, as strong in infancy as it 18 in
mature and established manhood. It is vain to
say that the constancy of nature throughout every
former generation of the world, is a reason for the
constancy of nature throughout every future gene-
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