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say of this antecedent, that it comprises all the
partlcula.rs which meet and are assembled together
in the person of the watchmaker. It has nothing
to do, for example, with the colour of his hair, or
with the quality of his vestments, or with the
height of his stature, or with the features of his
countenance, or with the age and period of his
life. The strict and proper antecedent is distinct
from one and all of these particulars; and may be
said to lie enveloped, as it were, In a mass or
assemblage of contemporaneous things which have
nothing to do with the fabrication of the watch.
The watch, in fact, is the consequent of a purpos-
ing mind—putting itself forth in the execution of a
mechanism for the indication of time, and possessed
of competent skill and power for such an execu-
‘tion. The mind of the observer separates here
the essential from the accessary. Should he ever
again meet with the forth-putting of the same
essential antecedent as before, he will expect the
same consequent as before—even though he should
pever meet with an antecedent compassed about
with the same accessaries. 'The next watchmaker
may differ from any he had ever before seen, in a
multitude of particulars—in age, in stature, in
dress, and general appearance, and a thousand
other modifications which it were endless to
gpecify. Yet how manifestly absurd to look for
another consequent than a watch because of these
accidental variations. It is not to any of these
that the watch is a consequent at all. It is solely
to a purposing mind, possessed of competent skill
and power—and this was common both to the first
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