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186 ON THE NON-ETERNITY OF

they have been cradled for two thousand years—
and now stand before us as a living evidence of their
past story—and an evidence along with it, that
throughout the long succession of those fitful tur-
moils which have taken place in the wars and
politics of our world for so many centuries—there
has been indeed the controlling agency of a God
mixed up with the history of human affairs.

16. Now the truth of the continuous narrative
which forms the annals of this wondrous people
would demonstrate a great deal more than what we
at present are in quest of—that the world had a
beginning—or rather that many of the world’s
present organizations had a beginning, and have
not been perpetuated everlastingly from one gene-
ration to another by those laws of transmission
which now prevail over the wide extent of the
animal and vegetable kingdoms. We hold the
Jewish Scriptures to be authentic memorials of
this fact—and although we might afterwards find a
better place for the contents both of the Jewish
and Christian revelations—yet we cannot forbear,
amid all that is imagined about the sufficiency of
the natural argument, to offer our passing homage
to these greater and lesser lights of our Moral
Hemisphere, which have both of them together
poured a flood of radiance over the field of Natural
Religion, and so as to have manifested many objects
there which would have been but dimly seen by
the eye of Nature. Believing as we do that the
surest of all philosophy is that which rests on the
basis of well-accredited facts, in justice to our
views on the strict science of the question, we
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