
196 ON THE DISPOSITIONS OF MATTER.

those inequalities of temperature which the cease

less operations of chemistry give rise to. And this

motion, whether communicated by impulse or with

stood by resistance, might have ever and anon

been renewed by the partial action of the evolved

heat on the susceptible fluids of that turbid and

ever heaving mass which constituted the whole

Universe-and thus a perpetual vortex of move

ments might have been kept up, all under the

guidance of those very laws which it is the object
of our existing Philosophy to ascertain. There

might have been the rotation of a vast unweildy

sphere; and the coherence of its parts by attraction;

and the play of various activities among the particles
of the mass; and even such vegetative or animate

tendencies as, with a right assortment of the sub

stances in which they reside, might have given

birth to the two great families of the great Physio

logical kingdom, but, without such assortment, ever

and anon fell short and were frustrated in the

formation of a complete organic being. All this is

conceivable with the present laws, just if without

the present collocations. In truth, there is not

one law of matter which now falls under the obser-.

vation of inquirers that, if unaccompanied with

such a collocation as shall suit the parts of matter

to each other, might not have had place in the

random and undirected turbulence of a chaos.

The laws of matter uphold its movements-but

they are its dispositions which guide the move

ments. They are the laws which carry forward

the processes or evolutions of a framework. But

it is collocation which made the framework. In
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