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204 ON THE DISPOSITIONS OF MATTER.

man, made up as he is of such curious and mani-
fold collocations. Apart from the established
line of derivation, we do not even see an abortive
tendency towards the formation of any such dis-
tinct organic being whatever, whether animal or
vegetable. So that if by any chance our race
should be extinguished, then, unless by the fiat of
a Creator, the surface of our globe would remain
for ever desolated of all its rational generations.
If we can demonstrate, then, whether from Nature
or History, that there was a time when our human
species was not—we should hold this to be a sure
stepping-stone to the demonstration of a God.

9. The evidence for design in a workmanship
of art is grounded exclusively on the shapes and
collocations of things; and in no way presupposes
either a creation of matter, or an infusion of its
properties, on the part of the artificer. And the
very same evidence we might have entire, in the
workmanship of Nature—whatever the obscurities
may be which rest on the eternity of matter, or on
the essential and inseparable qualities which may
be conceived to belong to it. We do not escape
from this evidence by ascribing self-existence to
body, and asking why its present properties might
not have obtained from everlasting ? There is still
enough of evidence for an over-ruling mind, if the
present arrangements be not from everlasting.
When these arrangements commenced, there was a
turning of the properties of matter by the new adap-
tation of its parts to the fulfilment of certain
ends—and in this alone we have the same entire
evidence for design, that we have ‘n the fabrications



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm


