http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm

ON THE DISFOSITIONS OF MATTER. 205

of human intelligence.  Grant that there may have
been light from all eternity, and that there mightalso
have been fluids which had the power of bending
the direction of its rays. Still if ever a time was
when man was not—we ask, how came the fluids
to be so disposed in the pupil of the eye, and the
retina to be placed at such a distance behind—as
to make the pencils meet on that visual tablet, and
there spread out a picture of nature for the infor-
mation of the living occupier within? What brought
the manifold muscles around this delicate and com-
plex organ, and set each in that very position, and
gave to each that very limit and path by which it
could best add to the perfection of this instrument
for the purposes of sight? It is not enough to
say that the law by which the successions of the
animal kingdom are upholden, is that i virtue of
which each parent transmits its own likeness
throughout all generations. We speak on the
supposition of a first parent, a supposition that we
shall endeavour to substantiate afterwards-—and, in
reference to him we would ask, not who established
the laws of life and of nourishment and of sensa-
tion and of thought which ntake man what he is—
but who brought such an innumerable assemblage
of circumstances together, and by the adaptation
of each to all the rest, upholds the living creature
in the exercise of all his functions and all his facul-
ties? Who so curiously organized him—and set
him all over with so many fitnesses both of one part
to another, and of all to the constitution of external
things? Who gave him the lungs that could
breathe in no other atmosphere—-and the eyes that
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