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marks and footsteps of a Divinity. There are
some we are aware who have founded thereupon a
melancholy Deism—our business now is to demon-
strate, that even in this walk of inquiry, abused as it
has been thus far to the purposes of licentious
speculation, there are to be met the strongest
of Nature’s evidences against the system of a still
dismal and wretched Atheism.

2. But let us here premise that our argument
does not rest on the truth of any one of the geolo-
gical theories. It is enough, if causes of decay
and destruction are at work which are now under-
mining the present harmony of things; and which
must therefore have brought to an end any economy
that may have gone before it. All those who
conceive of our globe that it had an existence, and
was the theatre of physical changes anterior to the
commencement of the scriptural era, agree in this.
We are not called upon tv intermeddle with the
controversies of geological science, when it is by
means of a universal artcle of belief that we
attempt to establish the necessity of a Creative
Interposition. We do not make ourselves respon-
sible for any of the theories, although we select
one for the purpose of illustration—seeing, in fact,
that our argument rests not on the specialty of
any of the Ante-Mosaical creeds, but on an
assumption which is nearly common to them all.
For generally speaking they proceed on the rise
and disappearance of certain distinct and successive
economies of nature on the face of our globe—the
decay or destruction of each implying the extinction
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