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wholly distinct from the animals of the present

system. Or, in other words, at each new catas

trophe old races must have perished-and the

world been stocked with new races distinct and

diverse from the former ones.

16. It is to this peculiar object that the inquiries

of the celebrated M. Cuvier are directed. Upon

the former conclusions of geologists respecting the

positions of the different strata, and the order of

their formation-he grafts his own speculations as

to the fossil remains which exist in them; and he

finds that in proportion to the antiquity of the

strata, is the dissimilarity of these remains to the

present genera. Of the remains of sea animals,

he says, "that their species and even their genera

change with the strata; and although the same

species occasionally recurs at small distances, it is

generally the case that the shells of the ancient

strata have forms peculiar to themselves.-that

they gradually disappear till they are not to be

seen at all in the recent strata-still less in the

existing seas, in which indeed we never discover

their corresponding species, and where several

even of their genera are not to be found-that on

the contrary the shells of the recent strata resem

ble, as it respects the genera, those which still

exist in the sea-and that in the last formed and

loosest of these strata, there are some species which

the eye of the most expert naturahst cannot dis

tinguish from those which at present inhabit the

ocean."

17. From this extract it will be perceived that

the alleged revolutions are numerous. From the
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