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242 ON THE COMMENCEMEN1 OF THE WORLD.

marks of rapidity and violence which are to be met
with, it would alse appear that they have been
sudden To this purpose might be alleged the
breaking and overturning of the strata; and the
heaps of debris and rounded pebbles which are
found among the solid strata in various places.

~ 18. And at length to bring our argument to a
point. In conjunction with these phenomena,
take the two following doctrines which are now
held as being among the most firmly established in
natural history. In the first place, were it not for
certain residual phenomena which can with diffi-
culty be disposed of, there is now about utterly
exploded the old dectrine of a spontaneous or
equivocal generation. As far as can be traced
with positive certainty by the eye of observation,
it is not known that either animal or vegetable is
brought into existence in any other way than by
transmission from an animal or vegetable of the
same spectes. Many of those appearances which
were at one time conceived to indicate the contrary
to this, on a more strict and close examination,
have been reduced to the ordinary process—and
the more narrowly that the search is prosecuted,
the more is the semblance of exception done away
—insomuch that we might hold it as being nearly
the universal creed of naturalists, that throughout
both the animal and the vegetable kingdom, each
individual hath had a parent of his own likeness.
'This may at least be affirmed of all the distinct and
definite specimens which compose the great bulk
whether of the zoology or botany of our present era
—s0 far at least, as that it might with all safety be
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