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affirmed of all the species which are known to
propagate themselves, that there has not yet been
discovered the slightest tendency to the formation
of the individuals of these species in any other way
than by ordinary generation. However indeter-
minate the questions may yet be which respect
certain obscure or animalcular cases, this surely
does not affect the generality or invariableness of
the doctrine in regard to all the well-known mem-
bers whether of the vegetable or animal family—
to the palpable trees or plants of the former, to
the palpable quadrupeds or birds of the latter, as
exemplified in the lion the horse the dog or the
elephant. Whatever discovery might have yet
been made, or whatever lack of discovery might
yet remain in the microscopic or otherwise dark
and perhaps inaccessible departments of nature—
this does not affect the obvious and unexcepted
truth as it relates to the overwhelming majority of
our living generations; viz., that among all the
other complicated processes, whether of fermenta-
tion or of putrefaction or of electric and chemical
agency, which are now going on in the vast
- laboratory of nature, there is not one of them which
approximates in the least towards the formation of
such organic beings—each of which in fact is the
link of a chain composed of links that are altogether
similar to itself—each formed, and formed in no
other way, than by a derivative process along the
steps of a successive generation. It will at once
be seen therefore how many are those exquisite
and complex structures which are formed by the
collocation of parts; and such a collocation as a
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