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bore no resemblance whatever to their progenitors.
Within the limits of a species there might be
manifold varieties—but these limits can never be
transgressed to the formation of another distinct
and enduring species in the animal kingdom. Let
us combine these two doctrines. There is in
reference to almost, if not universally, to all actual
races no spontaneous generation—therefore in the
existing generation of each species we behold the
present link of a chain, all whose preceding links
have been similar to the one that is before our
eyes. There is no transition of the species into
each other—therefore they present us with so many
separate chains, and which have maintained the
separation during the whole currency of their
existence. They diverge not into other species,
nor is one species appended to another. They
have either had distinct origins, or they have been
distinct from all eternity. If the latter, it is not
likely that they would have survived an indefinite
number of catastrophes each of which might have
swept off whole genera from the face of our earth,
and all of which would (but for new collocations
which no observed law can account for) have by
this time left it in a state of desolation. But it is
more distinct and decisive than any likelihood—that
in the older formations no vestiges of our present
genera are to be found ; and that under our present
economy, or even in the more recent formations,
there are no vestiges of the older genera. A few
of the earlier species, it would appear, may have
survived one or two of those dreadful shocks to
which our planet is exposed—but in the whole



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm


