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258 RECAPITULATION OF EVIDENCE.

there appeared the pigmies of what may be called
a second-rate philosophy, were wholly exempted
from it. In the days of proudest achievement and
most colossal minds it was comparatively unknown
—and so far from feeling a disgrace or a descent
in Christianity, the illustrious names of Newton
and Locke and Bacon and Boyle stand all associated
with the defence and illustration of it.

CHAPTER IIIL

On the Strength of the Evidences for a God in the
Phenomena of Visible and External Nature.

1. We include among the phenomena of external
nature whatever can be exposed to the observation
of human eyes—and therefore, the organization and
mechanism of our own bodies. There is distinct
and additional evidence for a God—and that too,
we think, the strongest and most influential of any,
grounded on a phenomenon purely mental, and so
coming under the dominion of consciousness alone.
This we shall advert to afterwards—but mean-
while, we should like to offer a brief recapitulation
of what we deem to be the strong points of the
Theistical argument, as far as it has yet been pro-
ceeded in ; that by means of a condensed view we
may perceive distinctly wherein it is that the main
force of the reasoning lies.

2. The first strong point of this argument is
grounded on the distinction which we have already
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