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endeavoured to make palpable between the laws of
matter and the collocations of matter. In the
reasoning for a God from the mere existence of
matter, we certainly do not remark any strong
point of argument whatever. And then, when
this argument from the existence of matter is given
up, there remains another obscure and indetermin-
able controversy about its properties, as to which
of them may be essential, and which of them must
have been communicated at the will and by the
appointment of a devising and purposing and intelli-
gent Being. Now so long as the argument tarries
either at the existence or at the laws of matter, we
do not think that we have yet come to any lucid or
effective consideration upon the subject. We hold
that at this part of the question the cause of
Natural Theology has suffered from the confidence
joined with the obscurity of those reasonings which
have been made use of by its supporters; and that
it were therefore a mighty service to the cause did
we separate what in 1t is decisive and what in it is
doubtful from each other. "

3. They are the collocations, then, which form
by far the most unequivocal tokens of a Divinity
that the material world has to offer. We under-
stand the term in a more comprehensive sense than
that which is conveyed by its mere etymology.
We mean not only that the parts of matter have
been placed in right correspondence to each other ;
but that these parts, so placed, have been rightly
sized and rightly shaped, for some obviously bene-
ficial end of the combination in question—and
moreover that forces of a right intensity and direc-
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