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indispensable to life, so that the race could not
have survived the want of them; and, that there-
fore, it is impossible from the nature of the thing
that any of the opposite unfitnesses can ever be
found in any of our existing specimens. At this
rate it will be observed of the actual races, that
they are regarded but as the fortunate relics, which,
amid an infinity of chances, have realized all the
necessary conditions for the upholding of vitality,
and for the transmitting of it to successive genera-
tions. They are the lucky few, which, by the
mathematical doctrine of probabilities, were cer-
tainly to be looked for, in a countless multitude of
failures or abortions. Any mal-convenance which
i1s Incompatible with life cannot from the very
nature of the case be presented to observation ;
and therefore cannot be appealed to by reasoners
on the atheistical side of the argument. Now
they complain of this as the loss of an advantage-—
whereas on the side of their antagonists there are
so many random productions, they affirm, which in
an infinity of combinations are not more than might
have been expected, but a plausible and confident
appeal to which will make the worse appear the
better argument. |

8. Our first reply to this has in some measure
been anticipated. Any such embryo formations
as we have supposed have never once been wit-
nessed by us. Exterior to the established line of
transmission, there is not even an incipient move-
ment to be seen, in any department of nature,
towards the production of animals or vegetables
endowed with the faculty of afterwards transmitting
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